Thursday, April 12, 2007

Dear Superintendent,

In September 2007, the Oklahoma State Department of Education (OSDE), Special Education Services (SES), was awarded a five-year, $4.5 million State Personnel Development Grant (SPDG) by the United States Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs. Through the SPDG, we will offer training and support to schools across Oklahoma in implementing Positive Behavioral Interventions and Support (PBIS).

The Oklahoma SPDG has identified school districts to invite to a PBIS Overview Meeting based on results of their data for Indicator 9 of the State Performance Plan, which focuses on the disproportionate rate at which students with disabilities are suspended or expelled, as compared to nondisabled students.  Districts with a risk ratio of 1.5 or higher or within the at-risk category are eligible to be invited to the overview of PBIS. For purposes of delivering training, we have divided the state into five regions. Region I, the northeastern section of the state, will receive training this year. 

National PBIS experts, Dr. George Sugai and Dr. Laura Riffel, will conduct the PBIS Overview Meeting on Monday, April 30, 2007, at the Downtown Doubletree in Tulsa, Oklahoma, located at 616 West 7th Street, from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. After your school representatives attend, they will return to confer with their school site staff.  If 80% of staff at a site agrees that they want to participate, that site may submit an application to SPDG staff.  Selected school sites will receive training and consultation from Dr. Sugai and Dr. Riffel, technical support from SPDG staff and a Statewide PBIS Coordinator, and financial support for schoolwide data entry software and program implementation.

The results of your district data profile indicate your district either fell in an at-risk range or had a risk ratio of 1.5 or higher.  Therefore, we invite each of your school sites to form teams and attend this overview meeting to determine if they would like to pursue training in PBIS.  Your school site teams must include an administrator and at least two other designated staff.  Each school site will be receiving a detailed brochure about this event, but we wanted to give you advanced notice to begin planning for team members, time away from the building, substitutes, etc.
If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Letha Bauter, Coordinator, by e-mail at <Letha_Bauter@sde.state.ok.us>, or please call Ms. Kim Nickerson, Project Coordinator, at (405) 521-4869.  For more information on PBIS, please visit <www.pbis.org> or <www.behaviordoctor.org>.  We look forward to working with you to assist your schools in decreasing discipline challenges and increasing instructional time. 

Sincerely,

Letha Bauter, Coordinator



Kim Nickerson, Project Coordinator
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