Code of Conduct Teaching Activities:

The Chisholm Trail Elementary School has a Code of Conduct which states:

· I am respectful

· I am responsible

· I am safe

· I am prepared

Initially, the teachers teach the Code of Conduct and what it looks like throughout the building by using the matrix of behaviors.  This includes teaching what respect, responsibility, safety, and preparedness mean as well as the reasons why it is important to be respectful, responsible, safe, and prepared.  To help students remember the specific behaviors and what is expected throughout the building, we have developed a number of engaging activities to reinforce the learning of the behaviors included on the matrix.

1. Guess the Rule

There is a large sign in the front of the classroom with the Code of Conduct on it.  The four main words each written in a different color; e.g., Respectful (blue), Responsibility (red), Safe (brown), and Prepared (green). Each student is given a set of four cards; the first card has Respectful written in blue, the second card has responsibility written in red, the third card has Safe written in brown, and the fourth card has Prepared written in green.  The color coding is helpful for students with reading difficulties.

The teacher then asks a question such as:

“When we are in the hallways and we walk silently, we are being ____(respectful)___?”

“When we follow directions, we are being _____(responsible)_____?”

“When we are on the bus, and we stay in our seats, we are being ___(safe)____?”

“When we are in class and we complete our work and do our best, we are being ___(prepared)____?”

After the teacher asks the question, the students are asked to select the card they think answers the question.  All students hold up their cards toward the teacher when directed.  The teacher discusses any answer where there may be some discrepancy about the correct answer.

2. Code of Conduct Jeopardy

The teacher prepares the “answers” ahead of time based on categories form the matrix, such as classroom, hallways, bus, cafeteria, and assembly.  The “answers” are items from the matrix, such as: 

Raise hand to speak

Make good choices

Keep hands and feet to self

Listen, watch and learn

The teacher covers up the “answer” with a cover sheet.  The teacher may want to color code all Classroom questions with red cover sheets and identify the point values as 10, 20, 30, 40 and 50.  The Hallway questions could be covered with blue cover sheets etc.

The first student selects a question.  For example, I’ll take Hallway for 30 points.  The answer is “Face Forward”.  The student responds, “The question is, “What is being prepared?”  have the class work toward a class total.

3. Code of Conduct Memory

Make two copies of each rule from the matrix that you will be including in your memory game.  The size of the memory game and the number of the matching pairs included will depend on the ability level of your classes; the older students can handle a much larger game board.  Have the students take turns, identifying a card to turn over and then trying to find its match.  After they turn over the first card, reinforce the category.  That is the teacher would say, “The card says, “listen politely when others are speaking.”  That is a Respectful thing to do.  The students try to find its match.  If you find another respectful behavior (e.g., raise hand to speak) that’s a close match and the class will earn points for that too.”  An exact match can be worth double compared to a match of two respectful behaviors.  Work for a class point total.

Dr. Riffel’s suggestion to add to this- have a family fun night and have games like this in each classroom.  Let the parents and students travel the school together learning the rules and playing games in each class.  There could be a duck float, fishing game, bingo, etc. where the pieces of each are rules the students and ultimately their parents need to know.  This would be a great way to kick off the year.

