 [image: image1.jpg]Lesson 9: Student-to-Student Interaction

Objective: Students need to learn how to interact with peers at GMS in a positive
manner which is governed by respect.

Point 1: Griffin Middle School is a place of learning. Learning now and for the rest of
your life is the key to success as an independent adult. While in middle school, you must
interact with other students in a way that does not cause interruptions to the classroom.
Students who disturb or interrupt the classroom environment (unless it is an emergency)
are showing selfish behavior. ALL STUDENTS DESERVE A SAFE AND
ORDERLY LEARNING ENVIRONMENT. IT IS NOT FAIR FOR ONE
STUDENT TO DISTRACT FROM OTHERS’ OPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN
BECAUSE HE OR SHE IS CHOOSING TO DISRUPT THE CLASSROOM.

Point 2: When you speak to other students at GMS, all of your speech should be
governed by respect. For example, your voice should stay at an appropriate volume for
the given situation. Some people are offended when spoken to in a loud manner. It often
makes another person feel defensive or angry. Your language should also be rated “G” at
all times. Keep to the old saying “If you can’t say something nice, do not say anything at
all."

Point 3: Perhaps the best way to interact with anyone is to show that you can be a friend.
A friendly person is a good listener, polite in word and deed, takes turns, shares, and
supports others. Friends do not listen to or spread gossip, make fun of or put others
down, or behave in any way that hurts others’ feelings.

Point 4: You can also show respect for others by how you treat their things. You should
always ask before using something of another student’s and if he or she says “No”,
respond politely, not with hateful or argumentative remarks. NEVER take the item. If
you are denied, then you need to accept that person’s “no” and leave their property alone.
Y ou should be careful with other people’s things when you are given permission and not

deface any of their property in any manner.

Point 5: You should also respect other people by keeping your hands and feet to
yourself. Generally speaking, most people want about 2 (two) feet of personal space, so
when talking to other students and adults, you need to stand about two feet away from
them. A good rule of thumb is to stay one arm’s length away from other people.
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[image: image2.jpg]Point 6: Remember to encourage the academic success of others. This means when
other students have questions in class, you should listen quietly to the answer. You may
need to know the answer too, and they need time to understand the answer. For example,
raising your hand and waiting to be called on before you speak, not interrupting others,
minding your own business, concentrating on your own work, staying seated, and not
calling or yelling out during instruction, are all good habits to form and use every day.
You also need to establish good friendships to help others and possibly learn to study
together outside of school. Then everyone is a star student!

Review questions (includes example answers)

1. List ten behaviors that do NOT demonstrate student-to-student respect.
Interruptions

Selfish behaviors

Taking things without permission

Gossiping

Leaving others out

Talking too loudly

Responding rudely

Using hateful language or tone of voice

Not taking turns

Laughing at others when they are being corrected
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2. List ten behaviors that DO demonstrate respect for others

Waiting to talk

Sharing

Asking to borrow an item

Including new students or less popular students in activities
Saying you will not participate in gossip or bullying behaviors
Responding with patience and kindness

Using appropriate language and tone of voice

Laughing only when appropriate

Offering study support

Treating others the way you want to be treated
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3. Scenarios:

a. A new student is escorted into your first period class and everyone stops
what they are doing to stare at that person. What can you do to help him
or her feel more comfortable?

b. Your last pencil just broke and you are in the middle of a test. What do
you do to solve this problem that will not disrupt the classroom?

c. glge student is being teased by other students during PE. What should you
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