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Technology and Positive Behavior Support

National Forum- Chicago, Illinois

Packet of Information by Laura A. Riffel

caughtyoubeinggood@gmail.com
Just a few of the websites to check out:

http://caughtyoubeinggood.googlepages.com/home
www.behaviordoctor.org
www.pbis.org
www.pbismaryland.org
www.pbisillinois.org
http://www.cde.state.co.us/pbs/ 

Technology and Positive Behavior Support
· This Resource packet will assist participants to 
· a) start their own website, 
· how to set up a website with no coding ability, 
· b) gather usage data from their website, 
· c) disseminate ideas through the website, 
· d) gather support through the website, 
· e) highlight effective implementation and 
· f) ways to make data-based decisions from the website.  

· Participants will learn some ideas for how to use the web for:
· implementation, 
· public relations, 
· dissemination of data, and 
· sharing
Free Website Hosting- Domain Name-Design- Using WYSIWYG website designing
	www.google.com
	Free- have to sign up for a google account
	User name is hard to remember- but free is hard to resist.

	www.teacherweb.com
	Free- but with lots of limitations
	User name is hard: www.teacherweb.com/state/school/nameofsite 

	http://www.citymax.com/ 
	Free for a trial period
	User name is hard: www.yourname.citymax.com 

	http://www.bravenet.com/ 
	Lots of free resources here
	One of my favorite sites for freebies


More Web Sites for Creating Your Own Website
	Big Chalk.com
	They offer easy web site templates and editing features to enable you to create interesting web sites. http://school.bigchalk.com/

	Designing a School Web Site
	A comprehensive site for teachers and school districts interested in building meaningful web sites. http://www.buddyproject.org/tool/design/default.asp

	Homestead
	With 16MB of space per site storage, you can build as many pages as you want. To create a school website, visit their links for Clubs and Organizations. , http://www.homestead.com/ 

	Lightspan.com
	http://www.lightspan.com/Corporate/Pages/yco.asp?_prod=LS&_nav=n1_yourclassonline

	Moon Fruit
	This company from the UK is unique in its offering s for development of media rich web sites. Check it out. http://www.moonfruit.com

	My School On Line
	Using their secure (password protected) web create tools, you can invite other to participate in creating the site for your class, grade or department. http://www.myschoolonline.com/

	School Center
	This is a fee paid site that is capable of hosting a school district site with limitless pages. http://www.schoolcenter.com/

	Teacher Web
	An excellent site for teachers who are interested in developing their own web site for their students. Includes an easy-to-use template, and a host website for teacher pages. http://www.teacherweb.com/ 


Website Resources For a Fee:
	Creating a Website-Only $199
	Full "Custom" Website Design. Our Work is Awesome.
www.heritageWebDesign.com

	Build a Web Site
	Build, design and make a professional website in minutes. Free trial.
www.homestead.com  Try it for free then $4.99 a month after 30 days

	Creating a Website?
	Earn revenue from Google Ads on your site. Sign up today - Free.
www.google.com/adsense - you add advertisement to the site to be able to host it for free

	Find Top Web Designers-Free Price Quotes
	Serious About Web Design Services? Free Quotes from top Designers.
www.BuyerZone.com

	Create Your Own Website

	Create from scratch, redesign, or enhance. Get a free Website address.
Web.com 



	The 10 Best Web Hosting
	
Compare 10 Best Web Hosting Plans. Free Domain & Setup with Each Plan.
www.Hosting-Review-Center.com

	Web Site Creation
	1&1 Web site builder makes building your Web site simple. Free with hosting from as low as $3.99 month. Hurry and get a free photo gallery, free domain name and free search engine tool.
www.1and1.com/website-builder

	Create a Web Site
	$9.95 /Month with 900 Templates. 10 Day Free Trial. 1-800 Support.
www.HyperStreet.com

	Create a Web Site for $1

	Have it Online in 60 seconds. Free Blog & Message Board Included.
www.TipTopWebsite.com

	Website Design Information
	Links to professional web design company.
www.customsdesigns.net


	Purchasing a Domain Name:

$6.95 Domain Name - Save 
Why Pay More? Compare Us. Free Hosting, BlogCast & More-$96 Value. 
www.godaddy.com
Register Domain Names 


Domain, Email, Hosting & More. Grow Your Business. Register Today. 
Register.com 
Personalized Domain Names 


Check NetworkSolutions® to see if your real name domain is available. 
NetworkSolutions.com 
Domain Names 


800,000 Premium Domains For Sale Visit BuyDomains.com To Find Yours. 
www.buydomains.com 

	

	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	


Notes:

Website Resources for Free:

	Free Host Reviews
	Free Webspace
	Forced Ads
	Upload
	Scripting
	Free URL

	007iHost  Review
	700 Mb
	NONE
	FTP, Web
	PHP
	Domain or Subdomain

	00FreeHost  Review
	100 Mb
	Banner-Top or Popup
	FTP, Web
	-
	Domain or Subdomain

	0Catch  Review
	100 Mb
	Popups + Banner-Top
	FTP, Web
	-
	Domain or Subdomain

	100Webspace  Review
	100 Mb
	Banner-Top + TextLinks
	FTP, Web
	CGI, PHP, SSI, FrontPage
	Domain or Subdomain

	110mb  Review
	2,000 Mb
	NONE
	FTP, Web
	PHP
	Domain or Subdomain

	1AspHost  Review
	100 Mb
	TextLink-Bottom
	Web
	ASP, SSI
	/you

	250Free  Review
	250 Mb
	Banner-Top + Bottom
	FTP, Web
	-
	Subdomain

	3-hosting  Review
	250 Mb
	Text-Link
	FTP, Web
	PHP
	Subdomain

	3000mb  Review
	3,000 Mb
	TextLinks
	FTP, Web
	PHP
	Subdomain

	4444mb  Review
	4444 Mb
	TextLinks
	FTP, Web
	PHP
	Domain or Subdomain


What’s the difference? The free websites have pop up advertisements or difficult names to remember.  Most schools however, have an IT department and you can hook onto the school web so it might look like this http://schools.olatheschools.com/arborcreek/ This is easier for your “clients” to find you.  

Free things you might want to use on your website:
	Data analysis
	http://www.mrunix.net/webalizer/  
	Webalizer- is a program used to tell you the following information:

     Who is visiting your website.

     What visitors are doing on the website:

	Data analysis
	http://www.logaholic.com

	Another company that gives statistics on what files are being downloaded and who is visiting your website.  This one has a free trial- but costs money after the trial period.  

	Data analysis
	https://webapp.trafficfacts.com
	Traffic Facts helps you gather, manipulate and report the make-or-break data crucial to your site's success. Eliminate costly errors that might otherwise go undiscovered. Focus your offerings. And target new customers with a laser-like certainty.
We use Traffic Facts to analyze the data on the www.pbis.org website.  It is not free- but gives a lot more information than the www.webalizer.com analysis: 

	Survey Capability
	www.surveymonkey.com
	Let’s you build a survey and collect data from responses

	Survey Capability
	www.bravenet.com
	Let’s you use their program to write the html code and you insert it in your website.  Creates a survey and gives you feedback.


Sample of what you can get at www.bravenet.com:

	· Blog
Create an online diary or blog. 

· Chat Rooms
Host live chats with your site visitors. 

· Classifieds
Buy/Sell/Trade with classified ads. 

· E-Cards
Host your own custom postcard service. 

· Email Forms
Add a visitor feedback form to your website. 

· FAQ Service
Automated frequently asked questions. 

· Free Links
Build your own handy link directory. 

· GuestMap
Site visitors pin your map of the world. 

· Guestbook
The most popular guestbook on the Internet. 

· Headline News
Put live news on your web site. 

· Hit Counter
Track and graph your website traffic. 

· Horoscope
Daily Horoscopes on your web site. 

· Mailing List
Maintain a distribution mailing list with ease. 

· Message Forum
Message Board to host online discussions. 
	· Online Calendar
Public event or scheduling calendars 

· Password Protect
Restrict access to selected website pages. 

· Photo Album
Store and share your photos online. 

· Redirect
Shorten your website address. (clik.to/me) 

· Site Search
Allow visitors to search your entire website. 

· This Day in History
Find out what happened every day in history. 

· Traffic Exchange
Generate traffic for your site. 

· Vote Caster
Hold a multiple-question poll on your website. 

· Web Cartoon
A new cartoon for your website every day. 

· Web Poll
Embed a quick poll in your website. 

· Web Ring
Create a ring of sites with similar interests. 

· Web Templates
Pre-built templates for your web site. 

· Speaking Characters
Create animated characters for your site. 




Quick Links to Free Graphics on the Web

	Image Search
	http://www.kplay.cc/media.html 

	Animation Factory
	http://www.animationfactory.com    (some free- some pay) definitely worth $$

	Awesome Clip Art for Kids 
	http://www.awesomeclipartforkids.com

	Blackat's Free Web Graphics 
	http://members.tripod.com/~blackat9/

	Free-Clip Images 
	http://www.free-clip-images.com/

	Google Images
	http://www.google.com click on images and type in the picture you are looking for

	Images from Kids Domain 
	http://www.kidsdomain.com/clip/index.html

	Links to Teacher's Graphics 
	http://www.execpc.com/~andylind/page09/page09.html

	School Icons Club 
	http://www.schoolicons.com/eng/

	The Alphabet Gallery 
	http://www.rennysniche.com/

	The Clip Art Gallery 
	Discovery School http://school.discovery.com/clipart/

	The Clip Art Universe 
	http://www.nzwwa.com/mirror/clipart/


Now that we have the basics of setting up a website:
Use technology to:
· gather usage data from the website and make decisions from the data
· disseminate ideas through the website, 
· gather support through the website, 
· highlight effective implementation 
· public relations, 
· dissemination of data, and 
· sharing
Gathering Usage Data:  from www.behaviordoctor.org 

	Monthly Statistics for August 2007

	
	
	

	Total Hits
	71066

	Total Files
	39334

	Total Pages
	7921

	Total Visits
	1694

	Total K Bytes
	9818069

	
	
	

	Total Unique Sites
	1196

	Total Unique URLs
	314

	Total Unique Referrers
	219

	Total Unique User Agents
	186

	
	
	

	.
	Avg 
	Max 

	
	
	

	Hits per Hour
	95
	1206

	Hits per Day
	2292
	5965

	Files per Day
	1268
	3130

	Pages per Day
	255
	925

	Visits per Day
	54
	110

	K Bytes per Day
	316712
	769231


	Top 30 of 314 Total URLs

	
	
	
	
	
	

	#
	Hits
	KBytes
	URL

	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	2939
	4.14%
	37615
	0.38%
	/mycalendar.xml

	3
	2011
	2.83%
	121172
	1.23%
	/files/2007Miningdata.pdf

	4
	1644
	2.31%
	35381
	0.36%
	/mycalendar.swf

	6
	1575
	2.22%
	2286
	0.02%
	/images/presentations1.gif

	7
	1574
	2.21%
	2140
	0.02%
	/images/certificates1.gif

	8
	1568
	2.21%
	2377
	0.02%
	/images/formsandtools1.gif

	10
	1558
	2.19%
	2466
	0.03%
	/images/behaviorexamples1.gif

	25
	1237
	1.74%
	273222
	2.78%
	/files/2007PIES.pdf


Downloads
	1
	410
	0.58%
	3586397
	36.53%
	/files/new2007PIES.doc

	2
	58
	0.08%
	809309
	8.24%
	/files/webversionpbsbusdriver.ppt

	3
	80
	0.11%
	557796
	5.68%
	/files/bstbip.ppt

	4
	113
	0.16%
	478911
	4.88%
	/files/webversionfishingforgoodbx.ppt

	5
	36
	0.05%
	397670
	4.05%
	/files/autism.ppt

	6
	56
	0.08%
	366710
	3.74%
	/files/storkbook4web.doc

	7
	1237
	1.74%
	273222
	2.78%
	/files/2007PIES.pdf

	8
	41
	0.06%
	243158
	2.48%
	/files/Interventionbreak.ppt

	9
	31
	0.04%
	239668
	2.44%
	/files/webversionofpeaktraining.ppt

	10
	33
	0.05%
	230258
	2.35%
	/files/asperger_presentation.ppt

	How did they find me?

	#
	Hits
	Referrer

	
	
	
	

	1
	16777
	23.61%
	- (Direct Request)

	2
	119
	0.17%
	http://www.google.com/search

	3
	40
	0.06%
	http://64.233.169.104/search

	4
	34
	0.05%
	http://mail.floydboe.net/iclient/PreviewMsg.aspx

	5
	30
	0.04%
	http://search.yahoo.com/search

	6
	29
	0.04%
	http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt

	7
	23
	0.03%
	http://images.google.com/imgres

	8
	22
	0.03%
	http://search.live.com/results.aspx

	9
	18
	0.03%
	http://mail.pawhuska.k12.ok.us:3000/WorldClient.dll

	10
	17
	0.02%
	http://search.msn.com/results.aspx


	Top 10 of 53 Total Search Strings

	
	
	
	

	#
	Hits
	Search String

	
	
	
	

	1
	40
	25.48%
	behavior doctor

	2
	23
	14.65%
	behaviordoctor.org

	3
	20
	12.74%
	www.behaviordoctor.org

	4
	6
	3.82%
	behaviordoctor

	5
	6
	3.82%
	token economy

	6
	4
	2.55%
	caught being good template

	7
	3
	1.91%
	behavior doctor laura riffel

	8
	2
	1.27%
	%22token economy%22 school

	9
	2
	1.27%
	behavior doctor.org

	10
	2
	1.27%
	behavior dr


	Top 22 of 22 Total Countries

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	#
	Hits
	Files
	KBytes
	Country

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	27858
	39.20%
	17592
	44.72%
	4347562
	44.28%
	Unresolved/Unknown

	2
	21261
	29.92%
	14354
	36.49%
	2418271
	24.63%
	Network

	3
	11724
	16.50%
	6511
	16.55%
	1529022
	15.57%
	US Commercial

	4
	6788
	9.55%
	4512
	11.47%
	792910
	8.08%
	United States

	5
	977
	1.37%
	800
	2.03%
	228023
	2.32%
	Non-Profit Organization

	6
	771
	1.08%
	536
	1.36%
	206096
	2.10%
	US Educational

	7
	597
	0.84%
	444
	1.13%
	116303
	1.18%
	Iceland

	8
	444
	0.62%
	346
	0.88%
	105748
	1.08%
	Australia

	9
	159
	0.22%
	86
	0.22%
	34666
	0.35%
	Old style Arpanet (arpa)

	10
	151
	0.21%
	110
	0.28%
	5819
	0.06%
	New Zealand (Aotearoa)

	11
	141
	0.20%
	141
	0.36%
	29082
	0.30%
	Canada

	12
	66
	0.09%
	64
	0.16%
	895
	0.01%
	Christmas Island

	13
	47
	0.07%
	22
	0.06%
	2565
	0.03%
	US Government

	14
	31
	0.04%
	31
	0.08%
	231
	0.00%
	Mexico

	15
	28
	0.04%
	27
	0.07%
	485
	0.00%
	Finland

	16
	7
	0.01%
	6
	0.02%
	213
	0.00%
	Philippines

	17
	6
	0.01%
	3
	0.01%
	25
	0.00%
	Seychelles

	18
	4
	0.01%
	1
	0.00%
	30
	0.00%
	Hungary

	19
	2
	0.00%
	1
	0.00%
	29
	0.00%
	Brazil

	20
	2
	0.00%
	2
	0.01%
	47
	0.00%
	Romania

	21
	1
	0.00%
	1
	0.00%
	23
	0.00%
	Argentina

	22
	1
	0.00%
	1
	0.00%
	23
	0.00%
	Germany


Disseminate Ideas Through the Website:

www.pbismaryland.org (exemplar website)
· links to newspaper articles about schools implementing PBIS

· links to advocating politically for PBIS

· link to H.R.3407 Positive Behavior for Effective Schools Act
· links to top schools (exemplars)

· links to upcoming local trainings

· link to state calendar

· link to definitions for first time visitors

· link to national trainings

· links to national websites (www.pbis.org)

· link to cost analysis worksheet- time saved

· links to forms (SET, Forms A,C,H etc.)

· link to history of PBIS in Maryland

· links to school examples

· Filled with exemplars for highlighting success and achievement

· Filled with lesson plans for teaching the Matrix etc.

· Links for specialized groups like:

· Coaches

· Leadership teams

· Families 

· www.pbismaryland.org actually does all of this: 
· disseminates ideas through the website, 
· gathers support through the website, 
· highlights effective implementation 
· builds public relations, 
· disseminates data, and 
· shares successes and barriers
www.pbisillinois.org 

highlights:

· overview of PBIS

· upcoming conferences

· data analysis

· features schools in the news

· features a quarterly newsletter highlighting successes

· reading lists (behavior, ebd, systems of care, pbis and wrap-around)

· parameters for giving a whole school a “gotcha”

· links to summary reports for PBIS in the state

· resources in the following areas are offered:

	· 
	· Classroom

	
	· Evaluation Tools 

	· 
	· General

	· 
	· Information Tools

	· 
	· Presentations/Handouts

	· 
	· Secondary Level

	· 
	· Tertiary Level/Wraparound

	· 
	· Universal Level 
· State leadership
· Success stories from the field
· Tertiary demos
· Application process for training
http://www.cde.state.co.us/pbs/Colorado (one of our newer websites to come on board)

Highlights:

· Mission of Colorado PBS
· Summer Symposium Success

· Handouts from Summer Training

· Online Calendar

· Coaches Corner

· Getting Involved

· Getting Parents Involved (lots of ideas here)

· Presentations

· Links

· Schools that are involved- links to each region listing the schools that are trained

· Leadership Team Links

· Advisory Council

· Partnerships

· Districts and Coaches





Blogging and RSS — The "What's It?" and "How To" of Powerful New Web Tools for Educators 
by Will Richardson, Supervisor of Instructional Technology, Hunterdon Central Regional High School



The internet has long been valued by teachers and librarians as a powerful research and communications tool, and in the last 10 years, it has brought about a sea change in the way students find, manage, and use information. But the promise of the Web as more than just a readable, searchable resource has been slow to be realized ... until now. Two new Internet technologies, Weblogs and RSS (Real Simple Syndication), are redefining the way students and teachers use the Internet, turning them from mere readers into writers to the Web as well, and making it easier to filter and track the ever-growing number of resources coming online each day. In fast-growing numbers, educators across the country and throughout the world are finding just how powerful this new interactive Internet can be. 

Weblogs, or "blogs," as they are called, can best be defined as Web sites that are easily created and updated by those with even a minimum of technology know-how. What used to be a messy process for Internet publishing is now almost as easy as sending e-mail; no code, no file transfer, and in many cases, no hosting setup. Just login to your site from any Internet connection, enter the content in a typical Internet form, press a button, and your Weblog is updated. And it's not just text. Blogs can display pictures and video, include audio and Flash, and even store other files like PowerPoint presentations or Excel spreadsheets for linking. 
The Boom in Blogs ...
Weblogs have been around for years, but only recently that have they caught on with a full spectrum of Internet publishers. An October 2003 survey by the Perseus Development Group [http://www.perseus.com/blogsurvey/] estimated that over 4 million Weblogs had been created by the middle of 2003, and thousands more are being created weekly. 
But there are more serious uses for Weblogs, and they are already having an effect in many disparate areas. Howard Dean's Weblog [http://www.blogforamerica.com] vaulted him into the thick of the Democratic presidential race. Companies are using blogs to communicate directly with customers and to provide collaborative space for developers. Journalists at The New York Times, ABC News, and other media outlets are using blogs to connect more closely to readers, providing insights and information that might otherwise not make it into print. In fact, in journalistic circles, a debate is raging over whether or not Weblogs might be changing the profession as we know it. 

... Now Extends to Education
Educators have been slower to adopt Weblogs for a variety of reasons, among them access, privacy, and security issues. But as more and more people get on the blog bandwagon, more and more teachers and schools are starting to experiment with the technology as a way to communicate with students and parents, archive and publish student work, learn with far-flung collaborators, and "manage" the knowledge that members of the school community create. In fact, many are seeing Weblogs as a cheaper alternative to course management systems. 
Tim Lauer is one of those people. The principal of an elementary school in Portland, Oregon, Lauer is infusing Weblogs throughout his school. The Meriwether Lewis Elementary Web site [http://lewiselementary.org/] features the latest in news and events as collected from a series of separate Weblogs that are hooked together using RSS. Not only does this allow for the school's Web site to be a timely source of information, it allows a number of staff members to contribute in what is a more distributed content creation model: The music teacher keeps a log for music news, and PTA members contribute to their own site. Lauer keeps his own Weblog for his personal messages to staff and the community. 

"The key is that the ease of use inherent in Weblog software makes keeping a classroom or school Web site very easy," Lauer says. "What a teacher or principal decides to note about their classroom or school is key. They can concentrate on the content and not worry about becoming a Web designer." 

And one of the best parts, according to Lauer, is the cost. "We use Moveable Type, and it's free for educational use," he said. "It can do just about anything those very expensive course management tools can do. So in times of dwindling school budgets, the use of tools such as Moveable Type sends a message to our taxpayers that we are resourceful and wise with our school dollars." 

A Tool for Collaboration
The collaborative aspect of Weblogs is what has brought many teachers into the fold. Commenting capabilities in many of the blogging software packages allow for easy peer review for students and teachers and make bringing in experts or mentors from outside the classroom easy. One such example is my own experience in a literature class I taught last year. 
We had selected Sue Monk Kidd's The Secret Life of Bees for our Modern American Literature curriculum, and I decided to use a Weblog to carry on our conversations about the book outside of class. Since we were probably the first school in the country to study the novel, I wondered if the author might be willing to join my students in our online discussion. To our great surprise, she did, and my students got the benefit of a 2,300-word response to our "big" questions about the characters and the plot in the book [http://weblogs.hcrhs.k12.nj.us/beesbook]. In addition, we set up a Weblog for parents of my students interested in reading the book for themselves, and about a dozen parents held their own discussions in parallel to my students [http://weblogs.hcrhs.k12.nj.us/beesparents]. 

Pam Pritchard, from Lebanon, Ohio, is another educator who is at the forefront of Weblog use in schools. She has used what are called audioblogs to help her students work on their reading and pronunciation skills. Pritchard records her students and posts the audio files on a Weblog. Then her students play the files back at school or at home when they want to hear how they sound. She has also used Weblogs with great success as a teacher mentoring tool. She and her entry year teacher archive their thoughts, reflect on their practice, and discuss their specific goals and needs for upcoming classes 
[http://www.edithere.com/eyt/]. 

"Through the use of our Weblog we've been able to build a relationship, engage in reflective practice, have interactive opportunities that develop and broaden our knowledge base, and document evidence of growth and refinement in the practice—which is required by our state," Pritchard says. "The Weblog has been an incredibly efficient tool for allowing all this to happen effectively." 

The range of uses for Weblogs among other educators is wide. Hundreds of librarians have realized their power in communicating information about resources and in starting conversations about books and literacy. Students use Weblogs as digital portfolios or just digital filing cabinets, where they store their work. Teachers use blogs as classroom portals, where they archive handouts, post homework assignments, and field questions virtually. Clubs and activities, sports teams, and parent groups use Weblogs to post scores, meeting minutes, and links to relevant issues and topics. In other words, a Weblog is a dynamic, flexible tool that's easy to use whether you're creating with it or simply viewing the result. 

There are serious considerations that educators must weigh dealing with state and federal privacy laws (such as CIPA and COPPA), the administration of the sites, and the level of access students are given to post. Each school and each district may have its own comfort level that needs to be respected when thinking about putting student work on the Internet. Some blogging software programs attend to those concerns more than others. 

Rich Site Summary/Real Simple Syndication
But Weblogs in and of themselves are only a part of the story. There is another "tool" that is built in to most blogging software that many think will change the way we receive and process all of the information we get from the Internet. This is what's known as RSS. 
Depending on who you talk to, RSS stands for Rich Site Summary or Real Simple Syndication. Either way, RSS is a real important technology that information specialists and educators would be well advised to harness sooner rather than later. In simple terms, Weblogs (and an ever-growing number of other sites) generate a behind-the-scenes code in a language similar to HTML called XML. This code, usually referred to as a "feed" (as in "news feed"), makes it possible for readers to "subscribe" to the content that is created on a particular Weblog so they no longer have to visit the blog itself to get it. As is true with traditional syndication, the content comes to you instead of you going to it. 

For instance, say you've found 20 or 30 (or, like me, 120!) Weblog sites on the Internet that interest you. Finding the time to click through to those sites on a regular basis is probably pretty difficult. But what if you had to go to only one place to read all of the new content on all of those sites? Wouldn't be so difficult, would it? Well, that's exactly what RSS allows you to do by using what's called an "aggregator" or news-feed collector. The aggregator checks the sites you subscribe to, usually every hour, and it collects all the new content into a folder that is just waiting for you to come and read it. Big deal, you say? Very big, indeed, for a variety of reasons. 

Take this general scenario, for instance: You currently get the headlines from The New York Times via an e-mail message that arrives each morning. But more and more, your e-mail box is being clogged up by spammers selling everything from pornography to mortgages. There are new virus warnings every day. Not so with RSS. The feed your aggregator checks is virus free, and you know that everything in your aggregator is something you want to read because you subscribed to it. No ads, no spam, just new content from the sources you read. You can scan the headlines, read the entire post, click through to the actual Web site, and file the information away for later retrieval. 

Subscribe to My Homework Page!
For educators, the potential significance of RSS is huge. Think about how teachers and districts could use this syndication process to communicate with students, parents, newspapers, etc. In the classroom, teachers who have students create their own Weblogs can easily keep tabs on what those students are posting by subscribing to their students' feeds and simply checking their aggregators regularly. If school Web sites were built on a foundation of Weblogs, as with Lewis Elementary, parents could "subscribe" to different feeds that are relevant to their children ... say, the feeds from the College Search page, the Board of Education page, and Mr. Richardson's homework page. 
Similarly, if internal committees used Weblogs to post minutes and links, administrators could do a quick read in their aggregators to keep abreast of what the groups are up to with the added benefit that the work is easily archived for retrieval at a later date. Or, if you teach, say, a media class and want to stay abreast of the latest developments with the Federal Trade Commission, you can even subscribe to a Google or Yahoo! search for that term so that any news on that topic is delivered right to you. 

More and more Web sites are creating RSS feeds for their content. Many major newspapers, including The New York Times, The Washington Post, The Miami Herald, and others, now offer RSS feeds of major sections in their papers. Magazines are following suit. And sites such Feedster and Amazon.com allow for the creation of RSS feeds for searches. So, for instance, if you are a librarian and you want to be notified when new young adult books are released, just add the Amazon.com-young adult books feed to your aggregator and sit back and wait for the notices to start arriving. Or, if you are a classroom teacher who wants to stay current on the newest tools in educational technology, just create that search at Feedster, subscribe to the results, and any time anyone in Weblog land writes about that topic you'll automatically know about it. 

Getting into It
So if you're convinced as I am that Weblogs and RSS have an important role to play in education, how do you get started? Here are some suggestions. 
First, start your own Weblog, and start aggregating RSS feeds. There's no better way to understand the process and potential than to practice it yourself. As you learn more about the technology, start thinking about ways you might use it in your classroom. Since there exists a whole range of Weblogging platforms and RSS readers to choose from, you'll want to consider security and privacy issues, collaboration potential, and general complexity. 

The easiest way to start a Weblog is with one of the free services online. You can be up and running in just minutes with Blogger [http://www.blogger.com], the best known of the free services, but more and more sites like moTime [http://www.motime.com] and tBlog [http://www.tblog.com] are expanding the options and tool sets available. Remember, if you want your Weblog to be interactive, make sure you choose a tool that has a built-in commenting feature so you can invite others to discuss your posts. 

If you want a bit more power, and you have some server space and tech support onsite, you might want to consider Moveable Type [http://www.moveabletype.org] or its sister offering, Type Pad [http://www.typepad.com/], both of which are free to schools. The advantage is that you have more ability to troubleshoot if your hardware goes down. (If your free site goes down, so do you.) Moveable Type has a number of plug-ins and extra features that make it the choice of many educators wanting to provide Weblogs to many teachers and students. 

If you want the power to build hundreds of sites for students and teachers with full-featured commenting and content management, you might consider Manila [http://manila.userland.com] from Userland. (Disclaimer: Manila is what I use in my district.) The annual license to run Manila on your server is $299, and depending on how much server space you have, you can create and maintain thousands of multimedia Weblogs for your school community. In addition, there are new open source Weblog solutions coming online on a regular basis. 

From an RSS standpoint, there are a lot of aggregators available for free download, including NetNewsWire [http://ranchero.com/netnewswire/] (for Mac OS X only) and SharpReader [http://www.sharpreader.net/]. Remember that if you use more than one computer during the day, you will need to install the software more than once. That's the main reason I recommend that teachers new to the technology try Bloglines [http://www.bloglines.com], which is a Web-based, free aggregator that you can access from any Internet connection. 

However you start, start small and experiment. And become a blogger and a user of aggregators so that you can get firsthand experience in the power of the tools. Also, take the time to read and study good Weblogs, for these blogs can do much to inform your teaching. And finally, share your struggles and successes with the growing number of edubloggers coming online every day. 

Editor's note: Do you want to know more about Weblogs in K-12? Have you got some questions? You can ask author Will Richardson in person! He'll be delivering the opening keynote, "The Next New Thing: Create, Communicate, & Collaborate with Blogs," at the Internet@Schools East conference in early March in Washington, DC. It's sponsored by MMIS, of course! You can see the whole program on pages 36 and 37 of this issue, or check it out at http://www.infotoday.com/Internet@Schools. ​DH 



Will Richardson is supervisor of instructional technology at Hunterdon Central Regional High School in Fleming, New Jersey. Reach him at wrichard@hcrhs.k12.nj.us. And check out his Web log at http://www.weblogg-ed.com.   This was accessed on 09-27-07 from: http://www.infotoday.com/MMSchools/jan04/richardson.shtml

Ideas for Sharing Success:
[image: image5.png]



Student Success:

· Picture on school website

· Picture on CCTV

· LCD Name in Lights   

· Marquee outside 

· Picture in school newsletter
· Picture in local newspaper

· Special Note Home from Vendors

Staff Success:

· LCD Name in Lights
· Picture on CCTV

· Picture on school website 
· Special Parking Spot – Labeled in front of school

· Special Parking Privileges

· Limo ride to duty free lunch (call your local funeral parlor)

· G.O.O.S.E. them

· Plunger Award

· Light Bulb Award
· Free “Get out of Jail” Card for a free duty

Parent Showcase:

· Parents who come up and pass out “gotchas” in the hallway

· Parents who donate time and energy to “paying off” for students

· Blog on cool things that kids come home and say about school

· This would have to be moderated- (this means information goes through a gatekeeper who makes sure the information on the blog is positive)

Things to highlight on your website:

· Get a sponsor to cover the expense of the food

· Invite parents of children who have received a certain number of gotchas in a month

· Donuts for Dads

· Muffins for Moms

· Granola for Grandparents

· Chili and Karaoke night

· Lunch lady antics (Adam Sandler style)

· Plaza Art Fair and Food Tasting 

· (Get restaurants to set up sample booths)

· Display art work gallery style for all students who have a certain number of gotchas

· Draw 10 names for each lunch period on Friday to eat lunch on the stage with the assistant principal or other invited adult
· Sell ad space to business partners on your web page- no money exchanges hands- they give you discounts for prizes etc.

· Pizza Hut (free personal pan pizzas)

· McDonalds (free ice cream cones or French fries)

· Jiffy Lube- discount coupons for parents for a percentage off oil changes

· Wal-Mart ($25 gift cards)

· Burger King (free French fries or junior whoppers)

· Massage therapist (Free 15 minute massage)[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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